the Japanese officer visited Mongol dignitaries, and some-
times went for long udes with Laurenz
Ungern dismissed his orderly, and plunged back into
his study of his maps Now and again he looked up
and sniffed the air with satisfaction, staring straight in
front of him out of his white eyes
A Chinese regiment, coming from the north, had tried
to cut their way through to Urga, which they believed was
still occupied by their side They had been hemmed in
among the extinct volcanoes near the Bogdo-Ula and
exterminated with hand-grenades
Since then comparative calm had settled down upon
the district Ungcrn's agent m Pekm informed him that
the Chinese authorities were credited with the intention
of entrusting the pacification of Mongolia to Marshals
Chang Tso-hn and Tsao-kun Great dismay had been
aroused in the Chinese capital by the news of the fall
of Urga, all the more because, for several days, the
nationality and strength of the attackers remained un-
known Now the newspapers were making a great fuss
about the participation of Japanese in the fighting
Any danger to Ungern, his agent added, was far from
imminent The marshals seemed in no hurry to obey
the orders of the Government, which, for that matter, was
in their pockets Into the bargain, the central authorities
were equally concerned about the activities of a certain
Dr Sun Yat-sen, who had created a definitely revolu-
tionary party in Canton
Colonel Sipailov, whom Ungern had appointed chief
of pohce, had formed a gang of stranglers In addition to
the colonel himself, there were five of them two officers
and three soldiers, one of whom was Hermann Bogdanov,
a silent man with three fingers of his right hand missing
They presented themselves in a body at their victim's,
and, while one of the officers engaged him in conversa-
tion, the appointed executant approached him from behind
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